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THE JNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
RAHA'I WORLD CEMTRE

July 197¢

70 the Pollowers of Baha'u'llah gathersd at the
Internaticonal Teaching Conference in Helsinki.

Dearly-loved Friends,

With eager hearts we haill the convocation of this firet of the twin Arctic
Conf, i ting the series of eight International Bahd'l Conferencas
to be held during the middle part of the Five Year Plan, Tha northern regions
of the world were aliuded to by Baha'u'llah in the Kitdb-i-Agdas, the Mother
Book of this Rewelation. Their hames were recorded in the Tablets of the Divine
Plan by the pen of Abdu'l-Baha, Mho, in ons of His other Tablets, supplicated
God to “raise up sanctified, purs and spiritual souls in the countries of the
West and the tarritories of the North, and make them signs of His guidance,
ensiyns of the Concourss o High and angles of the Abh2 Kingdom™. These lands
received the constant attention of Shoghi Effendl, who repestedly urged the
frispds to carry the Taith to their uttermost inhabited asreas, and vho joyfully

d avery adv. of the Bahd'is that establighed a centre clossr to ths

Worth Pole.

Already touchsd by the morning light of God's Cause by the ninateen-
twenties, the lands of ths North were blesged by visits from the indomitable
Martha Root, whose love warmed and encouraged the hearts of the handful of
beliwvers then labouring in a few scattered centres in Scandinavia and
4llwmined the soul of HALmfridur Axnaddttir, Icesland’s first Bahd'i, Bursting
into blossom under the impact of the rays of the Second Seven Year Plan, these
comsunities received a major impetus from the Ten Year Crugade, of which the
RBuropsan campaign was launched at the never-to-be-forgotten conference -in
"stockholm in 1953, and which established centres as far north as Thule in
Gresaland and Samsen in the islands of Spitrbergen, Yet another stage of
growth was reached with the Nine Year Plan and the convocation of the Korth
Atlantic Conference in Reykjavik, which marked the opening of a new phase in
the ool laboration netwssn the northern communities on both sides of that ocean.

Only thirth-eight years have passed since VHind Rissanen, the first Bahid'l
in Finland, accepted with radiant heart the life-giving messace brought to him
by Josephine Kruka, the "Mother of Finland*, in July 1938, and now the city
of Belsinki, the geat ofl the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahl'ls of
rinland, {8 the scens of an International Bahd'l Conference whose deliberations
are focussed on the diffusion of the light of God's Paith throuchout the entire
arctic and sub-arctic regions of the world.

The followers of the Bless'ed Ferfection oathered in Helsinki must direct
their attentlon to the urgent tasks of the second half of the Five Year Flan:
to the re-opening of Spitzbergen; the winninc of the 14 Local Spiritual
Apsemblies still to be foimed in Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Dehmark
and Finland; the acceleration of the translation and publication of Bahd'l
literatura; the forgimyof atill closer links of collaboration with the Bahd'l
commmnities of Alaska, Canada and in the continent of Burope) the anlistmant
under the bannar of Baha'u'llah of increasine numbers of the Eskimo, Lapp and
Gipsy pecples; and the pursult of the vital and challenging cbjectives of
the Plan beyond the frontiers of their homelands.

It is our fervent prayer at the Threshold of Baha'u'llah that this Conferance
will produce an up.uig- of Bahd'l activity throughout the northern lands and
in the islands of the Horth Sea and the Baltic that will outshirs every
achievemsnt made in those promising regions, snd be an {napiration to your
fellow=-believers in every ocountry of the world.

The Univarsal Rouvss of Juatice
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THE UMNIVERSAL ROUSE OF JUSTICE
Baha'i World Centre

July 19%

To the Friends assembled at the [nternitional Teacking Con{erane.-
in Anchorage

Dearly-loved Frienda,

Sixty years ago 'Abdu'i-Baba summoned ihe valiant Worth American believers to
open the remote and irhospitable regions which form the climatic frentiers of
the Arctir and the sub-Arctic. The full implementation of His wish had to be
postponed for some years, until, under the leadership of His beloved grandson,
well-grounded sdministrative bases were established from which Bahs'i erusaders
could set cut in conguest of these prized and virgin lands.

Az early.as 1915, however, we see a [irst wave of itinerant teachers and short-
time settlers directing their steps towards Alaska in an attempt tn cien it to
the light of Baha'u'llah, This was followed by a second wave of determined
pioneers and spiritual eonquerors who, ever since the Firet Seven Year Plan,
demonstrated their exemplary enthusiasm and caused "the breezes of the love of
ArA" 4~ "ceefume the nostrils of the inhabitants" of that "vasti country". Tn
Ganada, in response to the Master's call, a succession of homefront ploneers
Bettled and opened the iength and breadth of their land, so rich in promise
*whether from a material or spiritual standpoint", and whose destiny ia to
"become the objest of the glance of Providence". To the fringes of Greenland,
North American and Eurgpean pioneers brought the light of God's Faith, and
provided the means for the fire of His love to be kindled in that land, in
apticipation of the day when it will become "a divine rose garden and = heavenly
paradise”, Iceland, specifically mentioned by 'Abdu'l-Baba in the Tablets

of the Divine Plen, was opened and consolidated, and has, through the warm
response of ite inhabitants ito the (all of God, undoubtedly become one of

the shining beamcons of the "lighis of the Mcst Great Guidence" in the North.

Az a resylt of these movements apd crganized activities, the call of the
¥ingdom reached "the ears of the Eskimos", and the divine spark was struck
in their lands. Praise be 1o God, today there are mamy who justly belong

to the rank of herces from among that noble race, and whose hearts are burning
with Hia love., Upon the zeal and sndurance of these enkindled believers will
depend the early fulfillment of the Master's glewing promises. The teaching
work emong the indians of the northern lands of the Western Hemisphere has
likewise horne rich {ruit, as tribe upon tribe has been enlisted under the
banner of Baha'u'llah, Whethker in Alapka's southeasiern islands and rugged
mountaing, or inp Canada's huge Indian reserves from the west to the east,
many Ameriadian believers have arisn to serve the Cause, and through their
Joint effortg, their seerificisl epdeavours and distinctive talents they bid
fair to aceelerate the dawn of the day when they will be so "enlightened thet
the whole earth will be illumineg.".

Many are the goals which now challenge the peoples of the North under the

Five Year Plan: encouraging and educating the children snd stimulating and
guiding the youth; & wider participation of women in Baha'i services; a greater
aspumption by ine indigenous inhabitants of these regions of responsibilities
in the leadership and administration of the community; a bolder proclamation
of the Faith by radio and televigion; and a more far-flung and intensified
campaign of teaching, audsciously conceived by Natioual Spiritual Assemblies
and their agencies and vigorously executed by Local Spiritual Assemblies- and
individual believers, aiming at & vasi increase in the number of adherents to
ihe Faith frca every segment of ~o:. . ty, a multiplication of Baha'i adminia-
trative inetitutions, and a richer and more diverse range of publications in
all media. What will set the sedl on the success of the Plan and pave the way
for the long-awaited and divinely-promised glories of the future, is a mighiler
effort by every supporter of ‘the Most Great Name in those climes to increesingly
deepen themselves in the teachings, to pour forth their gubstance in the path
of His love, to resolve v wonlorm their personal lives 1o the high standards
set in His teachings, and to underiake more daring tasks however great the
gaerifice, and more extensive travels however arduous ihe voyage. In this
wiep ywill “hoy draw nearer to the Spirit of Baha'u'llah and oecome true and
radiant aigna of His Most Great Guidance. -These are the tasks! This 1s the
work!

We proy at the Sacred Threshold that the Baha'is of the North may in the not-
too-distant future trapnsform the Arctic into that spiritual rose garden and
heavenly paradise lenged and yearned for by 'Abddu'l-Bsha, end that itspeoples
may be bountifully blessed and lovingly guided in their selfless services to
prowote the Faiih of Baba‘u'llsh.

/8/ THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE CF JUSTICE
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