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broadened; mass communication facilities must be used far more frequently to teach and
proclaim the Faith; and the publication and dissemination of the essential literature of the
Faith must be given much greater importance. Above all it is imperative that in ever
greater measure each individual believer should realize the vital need to subordinate his
personal advantages to the over-all welfare of the Cause, to owaken and reinforce his
sense of responsibility before God to promote and protect its vital interests at oll costs,
and to renew his total consecration and dedication o His glorious Faith, so that, himseif
enkindled with the flames of its holy fire, he may, in concert with his fellow=~believers,
ignite the light of faith and certitude in the hearts of his family, his fribe, his countrymen
and all the peoples of that mighty continent, in preparation for-the day when Africa’s major
contribution to world civilization will become fully consummated.

We fervently pray at the Holy Shrines that these hupes and cspirations may soon
come true, and that the "pure~hearted" and "spiritually receptive® people of Africa may
draw ever neorer to the spirit of Bah&'v'116h, and may become shintng examples of self-
abnegation, of courage and of love to the svpporters of the Mast Great Name in every land
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first Bohé'( cantury:fhe number of countries opened fo the Faith had been raised #a seven,
and the teaching work among the black race in North America had entered o new phase of
development through the continuous guldence Rowing from the pen of Shoght Effendi, who
himself traversed the African continent twice from south fo north, and who, In the coure
of his minlstry, elevated two members of the black race to the rank of Hand of the Cawe,
appointed three more believers residing in Africa to that high offics, ond there raised wp
four National Spiritual Assemblies.

At the beginning of the Ten Year Crusade the number of countries opened to the
Foith had reached twenty-four, including those opened under the aegis of the Two Year
African Campaign coordinated by the British National Spiritual Assembly. The Ten Yeor
Plan opened the rest of Africa to the light of God's Faith, ond today we see with joy
and pride in thot vast continent and its neighbouring islands the establishment of four
Boards of Counsellors, thirty-four National Spiritual Assemblies = firm pillars of God's
Administrative Order - and over 2800 Local Spiritual Assemblies, nuclei of a growing
Bah&'l soclety.

Africa, a privileged continent with a past rich in cherished associations, hos
reached its present stage of growth through countless feats of herolsm and dedication.
Before us unfolds the vision of the future, "Africa”, the beloved Guardian assuwres us in
one of the letters written on his behalf, "is truly awakening and finding herself, and she
undoubtedly has o great messoge *o give, and a great contribution to moke to the advance-
ment of world civilization. To the degree to which her peoples accept Bahé'u'l15h will
they be blessed, sirengthened and protected.”

The realization of this glorious destiny requires that the immediate tasks be worthily
discharged, and the pressing challenges and urgent requirements of the Five Year Plan be
wholeheortedly and effectively met and satisfied. As the forces of darkness in that port
of the world wax fiercer, and the problems facing its peoples and Kribes become more
critical, the believers in that continent must evince greater cohesion, scale loftier heights
of heroism and self-sacrifice ond demonstrate higher standards of concerted effort and
harmonious development.

During the brief thirty months separating us from the end of the Plan, Africa must
once again distinguish itself among its sister continents through a vast increase in the
number of its bellevers, its Local Spiritual Assemblies and its localities opened to the
Faith, and by accelerating the process of entry by troops throughout its length ond breadth
The deepening of the faith, of the understanding and of the spiritual life of its individual
believers must gather greater momentum; the foundations of its existing Local Spiritual
Assemblies must be more speedily consolidated; the number of local Hazfratu'l-Quds and
of local endowments called for in the Plan must be soon acquired; the Bahé'( activities of
women and of youth must be systematically stimulated; the Bahé'{ education of the children
of the believers must continuously be encouraged; the basis of the recognition that the
institutions of the Faith have succeeded in obtaining from the cuthorities must steadily be
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
BAHA’{ WORLD CENTRE

September 26, 1976

To the Friends gathered at the international
Conference in Nairobl

Beloved Friends,

The flames of enthusiasm which Ignitad tho heads of the followars and lovers of
the Most Groat Nema In lelsinkd, in Ancliarero aad in Pails s now bolng kindled in &
city which oceupies a central end cavied pesition ot tho very crecs-roads of the vast Africe
mainlend and are dastinzd %o Hivming His horizens.  This Conferonca marking the imminec,
approach of the mid-way point of the Fivo Yoor Plan which coincicas with the anniversary
of the birth of the Dlessad B4b, will ra doub? co down in Boha'( history as a further Iandm.mj
In the Irresistibla march of ovents vinleh havo characiorized the impact of the Faith of God
vpon that continent.

We recall that in additicn to Quddis the only othsr companion of the B4b on His
pligrimage to Mecca was on Ff"u"pk."l, end that e end his wifs wora Intimately associatad
with Him and His houschiold in Shirds. - During the fAlalstry of Beha'u'léh a fow of His
stalwart disciplas rc«ch'sq the rarth-eastorn shores of Africa, aad undor His direct guidancs,.
announced the glad tidings of tiio New D~y to tha peeple of tha Nile, thus opsning to the
Faith two countries of tho Africun maintasd. Soon aftervrards, His blossed person approachi:e
those shores in the coursz of liis oxila to {ho Holy Lend. Sl Jeter Ho voiced His significit
utterance in which Hs "corparod e coletred peaplo to tiia black pupli of the eye", through
which "the light of tho «pirit shinath forlh." Just over six years u.tar His asconsion, the
first momber of tho hlach: raca to encbroca Bis Couza in tho VWest, who wus dastined to
become a disciplo of ‘Abdu’l-Rchs, ahereld of tho Kingdom, and tho door through which
numberless membors of s raca vore (o enter the! Lugc.om, cumo on pilgrimage to the Mcly
Land with the first OFCLD ¢ of V/ostom frionds wite arrived in ‘Akké fo visit the Centre of
the Covenant. This wes lollovrod by a sioady exicnzion of the rs:zchtng work among the
biack pecpla of Narth Amcrisa, ond ko o mrg i the [aith, by fiw cnd of the Heroic
Age, of two moro countrizs in Aftico, vador tho watchful corn of the Mastar, Whose three
visits to Egypt have blessad tis sail of thet Contivoni. {¥ior to tha conclusion of the
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