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“Arthur Penn's Bonnie and Clyde is a film for now, and perhaps for

posterity. It is set in the U.S.A. of the 1930's, a period much favoured
today for reasons that rebuke the state of the world.”
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_ “The value of Bonnic and Clyde does not reside in its documentation
of facts, but rather in its cleverly articulated assembly of ideas.”
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‘Bonnie and Clyde are not sympathetic characters, therefore: but they
are certainly understandable.”
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“If reality (bullets and blood) and romance (slow motion and floating

hair) are meanningfully fused in the slaughter scene, the Sheriff’s face is
by no means heroic.”
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“With' this endmg there is no catharsis. Nor does Penn leave us laugh

ing. He does leave us thmkmg, about “then”, about “now” A
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“Stanley Kubrick’s film is a reflection on man’s continual effort towa.rds

the unknown and a speculation on the possibilities of his transcendence.”
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“The camera follows its flight, again in slow motion, and in mid_— tilt
there is a straight cut to a rocket — ship crmsmg through spacc J
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“For Hal, as they call him, ...... (Interestingly Hal is the short form for
Henry, which means approximately, master of the house.” .
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“The final stage of David’s jonrney can be seen simultaneously on
several levels which accumulates a meaning beyond logical amnalysis. In
conventional plot terra he might indeed be landing on Jupiter.”
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“As the drums beat, the camera zooms into the mysterious surface of
the monolith. We pass through its black depths and emerge adrift in the
universe. Once again we are nearing a planet, perhaps the earth. And there
in the space, on its first and last journey, is the foetus of a man.,”
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The empty, eclongated screen of a drive<in movie mars the
otherwise uninterrupted panorama of a Texas Prairie (whose breadth and
isolation it was doubtless intended to reflect in lifelike; widescreen propor-
tions), and while real horses graze in unconcerned tranquillity behind the
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screen; infroat of it a-lone child sways frenetically to-and-fro-ofi a plastic
focking horse, an apt if obviously contrived symbel for the hero.
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Desperate to save his friend, Joe picks up a middle-aged queer and
beats him up (possibly murdering him) to steat the money to take Ratso to
Florida. But as their bus crosses into the Sunshine State. Ratso coughs his
last cough.
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In his first bout of urban lovemaking, shots of his bare and vigorously
bouncing buttocks alternate with flashes of TV programmes (the couple are
of course copulating on top of a remote control channel changer), and the
orgasmic moment is registered by a shot of coins spuring from the mouth
of a fruit machine.
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