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Tomi Ungerer (literatur konkret, Hamburg, Herbst 1979)
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poem 'Afsaneh’ into ‘fantasy' is also misleadingls.
Afsaneh means ‘fantasy’ as much as ‘fiction' means
‘lies’. I would have preferred fiction, ballad or fairy
tale.

Similarly Kmnush seems to be disinclined towards
She'r Hajm (Non-linear Poetry) (Translated
misleadingly as ‘Spacementalism’) despite the fact
that their manifesto published in 1961 stated that their
kind of poetry escapes from lies of ideology and the
business of commitment' although this seems to be in
line with Kianush's quest for ‘profound' poetry or
poetry par excellence. Kianush does not honour
‘Spacementalists' with critical comments but quickly
deals with them by deliberately borrowing a
confusing paragraph from a seoondary source!S,
Kianush's argument seems more convincing when it
comes to being not over the top about Sohraab
Spehri's hybrid philosophy and 'shallow’ poetry. In
Kinnush's words, Sepehri does not use metaphors to
gwexpressnonstohnspoeucvmmbmulkxm
metaphors to make up poems
’l‘hefwthatl(mnushlsapoet,[amsm'e,has
contributed to his success (albeit very uneven success)
as a translator and editor, but because his mother
tongue is not English, one expects him to take a few
precautions in order to seduce rather than to repel the
English reader. Even if succinct or hammered in
Persian, the sounds and the quality of music which
always downplay the partisan context and make the
poem multidimensional and absorbing, could not be
preserved in the translation, the translator should try
to avoid terms which are regarded as cliché in
English To tum Kianush's phrase on its head,
avoiding clichés is essential "so much so that the
majority of [English] readers, if they [...] find some
familiar political images in the first few lines of a
poem, hardly care to finish reading it"18, English
poetry may strike Persians as bloodless, indirect and
mervedbutitison?r:;ﬂizmlplaleauwithamngeof
new subject matter: is little point in poeticising
in the English a language when to its readers is
already freely poeticised.

Let me provide a fcw examples before I go further:
"My Heart of Steal"!? sounds like cliché in English
whereas "Del-e Foladam" is not an overused term in
Persian. In any case, the inclusion of this poem by
Nima should have been avoided for reasons which
would turn any translation attempt into a failure
(Another poem by Nima called 'Rira’ could have been
a much better choice?? for the English reader), but I

lsp 7

p30Fmﬂnnkeofﬁmmdﬁlmﬂu'yto’deﬁnc'shzrﬁqmmu
clear way: Non-lincar or extra di poctry t
meaningful only through the reader’s imagination while a concrete
perticipetion is taking place. There is no message or meaning as such
b\ltopm-q'xdedmdbhxepmbofumonmuondmm Ncwnahty
is constructed only when the lang s
nnd;pponueduﬂnﬁmluwa In a nut-ghell, reality and concrete
linguistio representation of that reality emerge simultaneously none of
which could exist seperately or could be referenoed es such. If the
reader, therefore, fails to feel or see something new, then the poem or
that particular pessage, will most probably sound as nonsense. Every
reader will fail somewhere. Neither the poet or another reader can
help. Both the poet and the reader have to be able to re-create the

H;gmge of common-sense.
pr 42

p. 47, NB! ‘English’ is inserted and ‘cannot’ which comes before
gn:rmdelzted

2ﬂl’l’)The jon of selecting a particular poemn from a poet's work
and not abundant altematives is much more difficult to address for
ﬂwnmplemmﬂnt.pos(-ulechon,nnnolmueroﬂmwoﬂmbya
poet in orginal (Persian) which can be idered as

am afraid the strict translation of the title, has tumed
Kianush's translation of this poem into a non-starter.
The next poem entitled "Snow™2! should have been
included, though it is no less political or partisan. It is
a very short poem and is probably not only one of
contemporary Persian poetry's masterpieces, but very
much translatable into sensible English Nima uses
the brilliant allegory of a guest house which kills the
guests instead of providing comfort for them, to
convey the atmosphere of post-1953 CIA coup in
Iran. But the rhythm, musical resonance, repetition
and fading of the sound at the end of the poem is all
important. Kianush destroys the poem by finishing it
not as in original but with the line: ™o cut each other'’s
throats” and by juxtaposing the last three lines of the
poem in the original as "A bunch of sleepy, ignorant
blunderers The original Persian sounds "Chand tan
khaabaalood/ chand tan nahamvaar/ chand tan
nahoushyar"” which should have been translated into
‘A few drowsy/ A few unalloyed A few
unenlightened.

Kianush has generally (and unfortunately) avoided
the use of colloquial English when translating
colloquial terms in Persian. The beginning of the
poem reads in Persian: “Zard-ha bikhod ghermez
nashodand/Germezy rang nayandakhteh ast
bikhody bar divar" which is translated by Kianush
into: "Yellows have not tumed red without
reasons/Nor has red coloured the walls by chance”.
Bikhod (without[reason]) being a colloquial term
here, a colloquial-friendly translation would emerge
as : "The yellows haven't turned red for no reason/Red
hasn't reflected, for no reason, on the wall". Kianush
avoids colloquial language when he should use it but
he is also not consistent as he suddenly resort to a
colloquial term such as ‘bunch' rather than ‘'a few'
further down. In any case, these drowsy, unalloyed
and unenlightened bunch(es) are three different
bunches and not the same bunch’. Nima is speaking
about a multitude of vanquished people under
repression.

In many occasions, Kianush fails to translate
satisfactorily the punch-line, the most important line
or lines, or what stands as the core of the poem. In
Shamloo's poem 'Aida in the Mirror’ there is a very
famous passage which in original Persian reads as:
"Harghez kassi ingooneh be koshtan-e khod bar
nakhast/ ke man be zendeghy neshastam". Kianush
has translated this into: "No one has ever been more
cruelly wasteful in killing himself’ Than I have been
in living my life"22. It was not really difficult to
convey Shamloo by a simple translation such as: "No
man could kill himself more ruinously/ Than [ rose to
the task of living". The same goes with "bad boodam
vally badi naboodam" translated into "I was bad, but
I was not evil" 3u1fﬁuamaﬂn'ofqunrmfymghow
bad he (the first person in the poem) has been
Similarly the last lines of Kasrai's famous poem

Fe ly or unfc ly, this cannot be done with
othapoehworh Bmﬂleumlhlornhodnwnhedﬂmlunmhn
the limit the text can be streiched so that the English would make
sense. Furthamore, assuming a negative or positive correlation
betweullm\shhbnnylndﬂ\emnoflpoanmﬂ\euw
language is making & i too fi There is a
brgdebulehxﬂmubmaﬂlwhtlmmwwhlthhnpem
argued that a poem is good when it is (not) poasible to tranalate it into
other languages. Kianush disagrees with Robert Frost on this issue [
do not want to enter this debate here. In my opinion there are
probably mnasterpieces i poetry which are mor trunslateble (Hafiz
from Persian classical poctry and Mehdi Akhaven-Saless from
,Pﬂmnpoehymsmuiehxdemuhlm)&nm

alternatives. Long pocms are in general expected to be exchuded for

reason of space. As long as the non-selected poems remain
untranslated they fail to impress as altematives. Given that Kisnush
hndohosmnﬂ'modmpoeunndnobodydu he needed no further
Jjustification except a ful l of a icular poem to
mduklt\\nﬂehapammhrpoanwhesdec\ed,numﬁﬂmt

are P which are L (The works of Shamloo and
khzad are Iy ive to lati However, some of
thebestpoemswnnmbyHlﬁzmdM Omid (Mehdi Akhavan-
Saless) are translateble because even when the element of langusge is
dmmmtmth:mwul,!hﬂ:mlybecmmwpmdmglbﬂm:sw
whether lation is into English or other

that the English translation, has evidently worked, one is not prepared ?dlgmges
to allow the editor to get away with any half ful lation. At UDT; bility may ceuse a few problems when a particular
this stage, it is not only the case that a " ful lation may flection of works by a poet is translated. De-selection is non-

hlvcbemnctnwnblcforapamcuhrpoanbuiﬂumdmnbkﬁc(
that if & ‘more ful ion was not jevable, that
particular poem should have been ditched for another ‘translatable’
work of that poct.
1 have to make one point clear. [ am not in favour of 3 FitzGeraldian
re~creation (litle of Khayam I find in Edward FitzGerald trenslation of
Rubeiyat). After all ‘modem' should mean translatable nto modem
l["aghahpoewy One has to remain loyal to the original text.

MHWhen 1 translate my own poetry mto English it usually
transcerds the original and if I can help it it approaches something
which is possible to write in English and in an English-speaking

existent and one has to do the best possible. But when the selector
has the power to choose, the English has to make sense et all tirnes.
For an anthology such as prepered by Kianush, there are sbundant
choices for selection and de-selection. One has to be prepeared to
atternpt translation of many poems by the same poet and then choose
among them rather than make irreversible selections and force out the
translation. The following trinity: modem, distinguished in original,
ﬁm‘blcmdchmnmm&'duhubmmdwhawmm .

2p67
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"Domesticated” which reads in Farsi: "Sagh-¢ Rami
chodehiem, Gorg-e Hari bayad”, The former part is
tnmslated as "Ferocious wolves must come to the
arena"# . A simple translation such as "Mad wolves
mu.stwebecome would probably have boen more
suitable. The poet is trying to say that we have to
become mad wolves (mad as in mad dogs) rather than
remain as tame dogs. Even if mad wolves may not
sound, as proper English, here its use is warranted and
provides an additional dimension whereas ferocious is
a redundant expression (wolves are taken to be
ferocious anyway). Alternatively a smooth English
translation would have been: "We are tamed
doga/That should become wild wolves”. The whole
poem reets on this climax or this punch line which
unfortunately has not emerged effoctively in the
English translation.
Kianush's failure to deliver the punch line in the
translated English, in my opimion, is more
conspicuous when he deals with poems or poets
whose translations have been a joyless task for him
but which nevertheless he has included.
In a few instances, Kianush is clumsily mischievous
as both in the introduction and in a footnote to the title
of Shamloo's poem "Aida dar Aineh” {Aida In The
Mirror], Aida is referred as Shamloo's third wife2>.
The revelation that Aida is Shamloo's ‘third’ wife, as
compared to just wife, does not help the reader in any
way to understand the poem better. K may
misleadingly give the impression to the reader that
Shamloo may have three wives simultaneously as this
is feasible in Islam. Kianush may have allowed some
kind of implicit moral judgement to influence the
reader's. Unless it is said in a humorous tone, it would
appear in bad taste, indeed libellous, nor of any
particular interest to the English reader to write that
under Shah and SAVAK, "there were even pocts who
deliberately used "unsafe” images and symbols
because they were cager to be arrested for the honour
and fame which they could gain through
"imprisonment" 26
Because this book presents itself as comprehensive,
searching and reader-friendly, there is the danger that
it provides a once in a lifetime guided tour of Persian
poetry instead of igniting the flame and creating an
appetite for the English reader (who still has access to
an empire round the world) to search in depth and to
adventure into the unchaned, fresh and luminous
waters of Pennanpoemy2 Finally, Kianush seems to
freat his book as a unique mediation between two
languages excluding further references which could
have been used to create a fusther invitation to the
reader and as a sensible way of sticking to the agenda
of the book. Further-reading/references could have
also balanced the uncvenness in representation to
avoid over-representation of already translated poets.
As the book fails to pin-point modemity and seduce
the English reader of poetry to ask for more,
Kianush’s endeavour has taken us two steps forward,
and then one step backward. This is not a big
disappointment, the shortcomings can easily be taken
care of in future re-prints; the hard work has already
been accomplished. Kianush has to be praised, for his
dedication from followers of both English and Persian
literature.
In fact Kianush’s representation of Iranian
comemporary poetry and his translations on the whole
is probably much better than what was previously
available and in particular compared to the
monolnh:cbutmonotmously translated anthology by
Ahmad Karimi-Hakak?®

London, September 1996

25101

p27
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1 would have preferred people tike Kiarnsh who have the suthority
snd the command of English languege, to transtate volumes of poetry
by individual Persian poets and then finigh up the sefies with an
eccompanied anthology. Modem Persian poetry needs to penetrate
deep to break the self sufficient mentality of English poetry given the
world-wide English language cmpire ot its disposal Maybe it is still
the case that a single poct can spearhead this the same way Najib
Mahfouz opened the intemstional arena for Egyptian (and Arab)
afford to miss and then the whole range of variation can be presented
&lhemwnhme

‘Ahmad Karmi-Hekkak (1978), An Anthology of Modem Persian
Poetry, Westview Press, Colorado.
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Of 216 pages of the book, the introduction consumes
48 pages, the section comtaining motes on the poets
and their work' take another 15 pages (though no
reference to the original is provided) and the rest (152
)mthespaoenllocuedmtmnshnom Poets are
memedmevenly Whereas S pocts take as much
as 52 pages (including six poems by Kianush himself
in 8 pages), 38 poets are left with 100 pages: 13 poets
are allocated 1 page each; 14 are allocated 2 pages
each, S poets are allocated 3 pages each; and 3 poets
are allocated S pages each In terms of number of
poems these forty-three poets are bylto
12 poems each (14, 10, 8,2,3,3,2and 1 by |, 2, 3,
4,5, 6,9 and 12 poems respectively). All the famous
comtemporary poets are therefore present, if only
through a single piece of their work.
Kianush (unlike Forough Farokhzad in her selection
"Az Nima ta Ba ds) has not taken the risk to exclude
any famous poet. A handful of inconsequential poets
are also included (a few of them perhaps due to
geographical location) whose poetry, in comparison to
potential candidates who are ext:ll'ldev:l9 cast doubt on
the whole exercise of an objective selection.
The introduction put together by Mahmud Kianush is
lucid, critical and swift. For the English reader it
constitutes a brilliant guide to Persian classical poetry
and the aftermath of the constitutional revolution
(1905). This part of the introduction which deals with
classical Persian poctry can be regarded as a bonus
for the reader but, nevertheless, out of place only
because one cannot do too many things in a single
publication. If the context of the book is exclusively
“modern” Persian poetry, then no account of classical
Persian poetry was neccessary. It would have been
sufficient if some references have been provided and
the space was used instead for what the book is
supposed to be.
However, the introduction also provides a fair
account of the first and second gemeration of poets
who consolidated the achievement of Nima Yushig or
as Kianush claims followed Fereydoon Tavallali's
(allocated a single one page poem). The latter
returned to classical techniques of prosody and
romantic lyricism using images from contemporary
life. Nader Naderpour (allocated S poems within 9
pages) being the most successful among the former
group. The English reader would probably find
Kianush's attempt to portray recent waves or schools
of poetry within a brief space as informative,
interesting and beneficial. For instance, Ahmad
Shamloo (allocated the biggest space of 14 pages
where 12 of his poems appear), is exemplified by
‘complete abandonment of rhythm and rhyme’ to reach
a distinctly independent style using the natural music
of Persian language and harmonious words. This
"naked poetry”, however, according to Kianush,
opened the way to hundreds of 'Shamlooesque poets,
lacking knowledge of Persian classical and modem
prosody to write prose poems devoid of any aesthetic
and artistic value. Among New Wave Poets' Kianush
finds Ahmad Reza Ahmadi as exceptional in
encouraging many poets including, Forough
Farokhzad (represented by 6 poems within 10 pages),
Sohraab Sepehri and Yadollah Royaie ‘to break the

it is neither clear to me, nor probably 1o the author, why poets are
represented 80 unevenly. Is this a way of attaching importance or 8
way of reflecting on the vanation i the work of ane poet? [ suspect
the former has been the case zince in general the difference in styles
umpoenunotdmﬂed:u@wdmwmnhﬂkmmfm
iation in the work of a particular poct. An anthology
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ammmmdfmeh&ofrnphuﬂypma\mgahﬂwchyum
poets selected. I am afraid this is @ non-rewarding intention for an
anthology and it cannot be carmied out. In fact there is scarcely a need
to re-translate and include more than a few poems from pocts such as
Ferokhzad and Kho'i whose work is currently known through various
translations throughout USA and Europe. There may be a case to
inchude ntenationally unknown or none as yet translated pocts and
bly to allow them more space rather than the reverse.
‘rom Nima and After, 112 poems selected from 13 poets, Morvand
Tehran 1347 (1968).
T can provide a list but there would be no point es the English reader
is unfamiliar with these excluded poets to form e judgement. On the
other hand, no two Persian readers would agree on the same list The
disadvantage here, compared to an ad-hoc and subjective selection, is
that Kianush seems to be not altogeth isfied with the

boundaries of familiar and prosaic imagery and enter
a new realm of poetic vision'.

Mehdi Akbavan Saless, who found a short-cut
between Yush (Nima's birthplace) and Khorassan
mixed the order and the flow of the spoken language,
with the structure of an elcvated style allowing the use
of colloquial words and expressions, producing an
epic tone in narrative poems and a distinct musical
quality in his lyric melodies. Akhavan in turmn
influenced many distinguished second generation
poets including Shafii Kadkani and Esmail Kho'i
(allocated 9 poems and 11 pages). The latter, Kianush
portrays as too politicised in his more recent work but
for the strength of his published work before 1979
revolution mentions him "as one of the outstanding
modernist poets of his time"1©,

For an English reader in particular, Kianush's acoount
of Nima Yushig is misleading. On the whole, Kianush
fails to underline the main contribution by Nima. This
is because Kianush unapologetically dwells on Nima's
failures and shortcomings such as his inability to
master classical meters which even if true, it should
be regarded as a bleusmg.“ Kianush attempts to
explain Nima's ‘epistemological'’ break through
Verhaeren's influence on him without providing any
evidence except for textual similarities and use of
symbols such as ‘night'. Nima was not only familiar
with French poctry but he followed local, Turkish and
Russian poctry and as Kianush himself declares he
was nurtured in classical Persian poetry. Maybe to
understand his contribution and then to map a
particular comer, it is necessary to digest his poems,
prose writing and copied letters to put the whole jig-
saw together rather than vice versa. Nobody has done
this so farlZ. What Nima did was to open a new
continent to Persian poetry (indeed a modern
continent which remains elusive even today and to
which Nima himself had limited access, he had to
profess that "even chaos has its own order” and
exercise restraint in the face of almost total
disapproval and isolation) . Despite his rural naiveté,
Nima was probably 50 years ahead of his
contemporaries. Something which could be said only
about Sadeq Hedayat as far as Iranian literature is
concerned. One has to take notice of the dual nature
of Nima's poems!>. Kianush fails to convince because
one is equally able to replace Alfred de Musset's
(1810-57) name with Verhaeren Most of Nima's
work was published posthumously, out of cotton
sacks which they had been deposited into without
being blessed by a final edit Kianush finds Nima
repetitive (as failing to appreciate the experimental
nature of some of Nima's poems) his preoccupation
with re-sketching the same symbols until the grand
finale such as Morgh-e Ammin (Bird of Amen) can be
self-commissioned. The fact that Kianush extends
Nima's life by ten yea:s” does little to compensate for
his account of Nima's revolution in Persian poctry.
Moreover, his controversial view, even if unbiased, is
probably misplaced before an English reader in the
context of an introduction to an anthology.
Translating the title of the Nima's early but famous

10 5 37 1 expect Kho'i finding it hard to reoeive this qualified
as an mdication of ap | Khoi was never a non-
eommtmdpodmdhnnoducedlheb&(uﬂpobablymofh
wonst) of his work since he came into exile and in any case Kianush
has chosen from Kho''s exile poems. Furthermore, committed poets
not always write stereo-typed and one dimensional poems.
ltuulfmumnlesTedHughelfmnmwmmahmlib
The Good-Marrow (by John Donne) or T. S. Ebot for not producing
'An Ode to Himselfe’ (by Ben Jonson) or Picasso for not having
written a poem at all I wish this absence of talent or inability were
true about many Iranian poets todsy who aftempt to re-employ
iltuwdfmwmmenmbhmhofmﬁnnumahhwm
lmm:dwmcmuh:kofmnﬂw
research on Nima with the inevitable result of jumping to
in & few lectures I have been invited to deliver on the subject and one
given in London in 1994 entitled “The River of Nima and the
Strainer Used by Oedipuses of Contemporary Persian Poetry*.
Nima refers to his work as 8 river from which everybody can pick up
water according to his/her capacity... I am all for breaking the idols
and making tsboos butt it scems to me that Kianush keeps finding
mud instead of gold in his strainer whereas he should probably be
ﬁ:‘mmdmhmhm
one of his poems, Abanghar (Blacksmith), Nima depicts a

and this often comes to surface in the translation of poems which

blacksmith who instead of making swords, manufictures keys. My
mmﬂehupipm(nhopaq),th:ymdsohluedumlhm

ﬂ:‘:ﬁmmmmm 1969 a5 recorded on p. 49 and p. 64



S3lme gyl b Gty )3 s off Al Jb 5 y5iST ob & (glay i
Bl (S5m0 AL (15 S ol 85l B b g (21RS O puls
30 el Bawd angd " Oludl sKGL" lawg o dd Olegdre UL g Sleh oS @
gy (Glgine )3 (G ymdT WgS T (g mrdendalsd (ol (ISl & bl © 90

355,15 ol 4 ol

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BashgaheKetab/
https://t.me/BashgaheAdabivyat

(899 N
http://clubliterature.org/



https://www.facebook.com/groups/BashgaheKetab/
https://t.me/BashgaheAdabiyat
http://clubliterature.org/

No. 3, Dez. 1996
Multi-Lingual Periodical

A publication of the
Frankfurt/M, Germany

Editor: Saeed Yussef

oetry

eriodical

Original title in Persian language: Gdh-ndmé-yé Vizhé-yé Shé'r

Said
(* 1947; Monchen)

Knut Hamstn hat die Zeit fir sich

Deinen Hunger,
den verfemten,
mitgeschleppt von Ort zu Ort;

bis in die Provinzen des Todes.

Der geliebte Hut

auf dem Fensterbrett,

der verlassene Arbeitstisch.
Die Weltgeschichte kreischt,
fliistert Marie

dir ins taube Ohr.

Viel hattest du nicht gehort
noch gesehen,

mit deinen schwachen Augen,
vom Licht der Sieger.

Auf dem nackten Fufiboden
wartest du nun.

Parviz Khazrai
(* 1941; Paris)

toi
seeur de la sorcellerie
de miroir en miroir

les labyrinthes limpides
tu te proménes
moi
éperdu
vivant les réves
cours téte premiére
d'un mirage a I'autre
au-dela des tintamarres
les miroirs derriére

[Errance dans les Miroirs, 1993]

Review of Mahmud Kianush's
"Modern Persian Poetry"!

Ahmad Ebrahimi
(* 1954, London)

A befitting review of "Modemn Persian Poetry”
requires some discussion of the following issues to
arrive at the proper context: the extent to which poetry
is transferable from one language to another and
whether an anthology of poetry requires objective
sclection procedures. Introducing the book and
appraising it for the English reader will be the focus
of the review but other angles such as what feedback
Kianush's book may have on contemporary Persian
poetry will also be taken into consideration.
The book, priced at just below ten pounds, is a good
buy for an interested reader. The anthology can be
recommended in particular to an English reader of
poetry who may know next to nothing about Persian
poctry and social history. The introduction provides
the necessary background to enter a familiar terrain
and enjoy the sampled poetry. The introduction also
demonstrates how closely the political circumstances
has influenced the contemporary poetry, turning it
into a "symbolic language of political dissidence™®
(culminating in Ten Nights of Poetry, 10-20 October
1977, which heralded the downfall of the Shah?).
This popular success and relevance of contemporary
Persian poetry to the social context, Kianush observes,
has often stunted a non-temporal poetry to emerge:
The politicisation of literature in Iran has been the
natural reaction of writers and poets to prolonged
dictatorial rule, blind suppression, and absurd
censorship. As its positive result, it has helped
some of the highly talented poets to create many
brilliant poetical poems. Its negative result has
been to narrow the scope of poetical vision for the
poets, as well as for the readers.... For this reason,
few have been the pocts who could deny
themselves the joy of popularity in order to create
profound poetry with a universal perspective and
power and originality of thought and imagination.
Of all the works of the most famous and most
popular poets, only a small selection may survive
a8 poetry par excellence.
Furthermore, in the above paragraph, Kianush may
bave inadvertently given the impression that there has
been very little of what he terms poctry par excellence
to choose from and it would not be his fault if the
English reader, at the end, finds the work of ‘most
famous and most popular [Persian] poets' as presented
here as being, to say the least, unpalatable. It is true
that if each and every poem in Kianush's book does
not come out as convincing in the English translation
then not only his translation but his selection becomes
questionable.

'mmmdmm‘ﬁ-uﬂ-
Postry”, Reckinghams Prees, Wars, Herts, 1996 Al pegc
z“ are to thes publication uniess stated otherwise.

p 45
Mhis was organized by (TWA) Iranian Wiiters® Association (ref

Hamid-Rezi Rahimi
(* 1950; Hamburg)

Inclination

One’s throat must be like a garden
And one’s eyes must be like windows
through which love passes;
And one’s stature
Must be like a tree
which rises out of rocks;
And poetry must be like a singing bird,
Perching on the highest branch of a tree,
Breaking the heavy silence of the world.

Persian Poetry that follows.)

One would hope that this anthology of ‘modemn’
Persian poctry increases this chance of survival,
world-wide, for at least the group of poems selected
by Kiamush Unfortunately this is far from being a
foregone conclusion as I will try to explain below.

Moreover, the extent to which he has accomplished
the task can have no bearing on the existence and
translatability of not one but a dozen volumes of
poetry par excellence from comtemporary Iranian

poets.
The use of the word "modem” in the title of the book,
is deliberate but problematic. Kianush wants his
selection to be distinguished from an anthology of
contemporary Persian poetry. He goes to some length
to justify why modern is the right criterion to guide
one in the very difficult task of selection®. One tends
to fully agree with him only to find that he has not
quite followed the principle he has set himself. This
would be particularly difficult for somebody who has
30 many misgivings and reservations about the father
of modern Persian poetry (Nima Yushig), said to be
ﬂn%uﬂofﬂ:epodlmdkinwshaﬂaan.hhinulfn
poet®.

ﬁhmmsmmmmhmwhﬂ“

claborated by Kismush in an interview given to London Keyhan, on
1 July 1996 snd in his speech st the hunch of the book.

write different poems. It is not difficolt to find one poem from

any poet to carrespond loosely to ey criteria. 1 take it, therefore, that

"modem” should apply to the overwhelming work of a poet selected

own critenia is therefore not beoase ‘modem’ is not and could not be
defined in & crystal clear way excluding a kmelight range, but because
Kiaruah sccms to bave allowed himself lapses where altemative

incotrecily by Kisnush as ‘Syndioate of Writers' (see p. 45). IWA has
Wm.mmwam
pp. 4748

influence
may have been an ‘extemnal’ factor which has to be taken into
accourt.






