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Br V.V.L. Narasimha Rao,
M.A. PhD,

Diractor,

Andhra Pradesh Government Orienta!
Manuscripts Libraty & Research Insttute,
Hyderabad - 500 001,

FOREWORD

itjgives me great pleasure that the Department of Andhea
Pradesh Govemmant Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research
Institute is able to bring out a series of Urdu, Persian and Arabic
works also together with Telugu, Sanskrit, Hindi and English works
tn the crash pragramme of Manusgript publications.

In 1986 we ware able to publish one Urdu work entitied “*Mus-

tathat-l-Thaggi” which was acclaimed to be a unique compilation In
the world of lexicography as it contained exclusively the code words
and terminology used by the way-plunderers like Thugs of the

aighteenth century. The text compiled by Mr. Ali Akbar, the Jail
Superintendent of Jabalpur has besn edited by Mr. Mir Karamat Ali,
Research Assistant of this department.

Of the 23 thousand odd manuscripts of this [brary about 17

thousend belong to the Persian, Arsbic and Urdu languages. The
Persian works are the largest in number (89515) while the Arabic
works come next {6337) in this library. This is one of the reasons.
for #s becoming a ressarch centve of repute in the workd map of.

ibreries conceming the lslamic culture.

Taking into considarstion the impartance of publication of a gooct.

number of these manuscripts, 1he department of Andhms Pradesh
Gavernment Oriental Manuscrigts Library and Research institute
thok a decision to get tham sdited by scholsms of repute. Dering
the Sixth Five Yesr Plan the depariment got the following manu-

scripis edited and got weady i priming st the sevlien.
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Peorsian works 1. Khutoot-e-Mir Alam (Bagh—e-Bahar,) Ietters of
on History Mir Alam, edited by Dr. Rafeeq Fatima.

2. “Tarikh-E-Adil Shahi'* of Noorullah Bin Razi,
edited by Prof. Shareef Unnisa Ansari.

Arabic works 3. “Kitab Ul-Minhaj Al Razi fi- Al Mustafa” of

on theology Allama Fakhruddin Razi edited by
& life of the Praf. M.A. Sattar Khan,
prophet

4 “‘Nazm-Ud Dur-Wal-Marjan-
of Al Beraniji Auhaduddin
edited by Prof. Md. lbrahim Nadvi

Urdu works =. “Tarikh-e-Ferozshahi*' of Waris Ali Shah
on History & edited by Dr Mir Najam Uddin Alkan.

Poatry

6. Diwan-e ljad of ljad Hyderabadi
edited by Dr Aqeel Hashmi.

The titst of the six edited manuscript is now in the hands of
our readers. The remaining works are also being published short|y.

As this is primarily a Manuscripts Library catering more to the
neads of the research schalars, the drafting of descriptive catalogues
is given top priority. Special scholars have been appointed this
year an payment of renumeration for preparing these catalogues.

The regular staff of the department are also fully engaged in
this work.

in the vear 1985 Mr. Karamath AN, Research Assistant had
preparad An Alphabetical Subjectwise index of Urdu Manuscripts,
This publication is found to be very usaeful for the scholars of India

and abroad.

During the last one year, Descriptive Catalogues of Urdu poetical
works have been drafted by Mrs. Rafath Rizwana of this department
and Volume-l of the same contaimng 178 exhaustive catalogues
relating to Diwan, Kulivat and Kalam is being published this year
itself with an enlightening introduction provided by Dr. Ashraf Rafi,
Readear in Urdu of Osmania University.

Most of these activities come under Five Year Plan Scheme
and hence the plan schemes are considered a boon for the develop-
mént df the research wings of the department. Now | should liks
to say a word about tha presant publitation “Khutoot-€-Mir Alam®. *
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As a philanthropist and lover of art and beauty Mr. Mir Alam is
wall known to the citizens of Hyderabad where the Mir Alam Tank.
Mir Alam Mandi and Baradari buildings still attract the eye of every
common man. But men of letters do remember Mr. Mir Alam for
his remarkable contribution to Persian literature particularly in the
branch of letter writing.

Mir Alam whose original name was Syed Abul Qasim was born
in the year 1752 A.D. at Hyderahad itself on the pious day of
17th Ramzan. He lived a purposeful life of 77 years and breathad
his fast in the year 1208 A D, vide: Mir Ditawar Ali Danish Riyaz-e-
Mukhtaria Sultanath-e-Agzafia PP 55 & 65. The details of his life are
given in the introduction provided by Or. Releeq Fatima, the aditor of
Bagh-E-Bahar of Mir Aiam.

Mir Alam drafted these letters fcr Nizam Ali Khan, Arustu Jali,
his friends and relatives. The compiler and scribe of the codex of
these letters was one Mr. Hussain Ali Khin who humbly =says that
by the grace of God he sttained the knowledge and art of scribing
them. These words of his, no doubt, highlight the importance of
these lettors from the point of view of compilation and calligraphy.

The letters of Mir Alam entitled Bagh-E-Bahar are of great
value as they reflaect the political, the administrative, the diplomatic,
the socio cultural history of 1he Deccan in the eighteenth cerntury -
particularly from the point of view of the transitory period of politi-
cal and administrative hold that drifted from the Muslim rulers to
the British.

The editor of this inva'vable Persian work, Dr. Rafeaq Fatima
has creditably done her job for the benefit of the literature and on
that ground | hoeartily congratulate her,

The Government of Andhra Pradesh are very keen in developing.
the research wings of Parsian, Arabic and Urdu languages also and
the present publication bears testimaney 10 it,

It will be a8 matrer of greai joy if our readers make better use of
this treasure house of knowledge -namely, the Andhra Pradesh
Gove'nmant Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research [nstitute,
Hyderabad.

Hyderabad (5d.) V.V.L. Narasimha Rao-
Feb. 1988, Director
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A WORD OF GRATITUE

During the gighteanth century in India, Persian was the court
tanguage and also the language of many people who migrated to
Daccan (Hyderabad) from ran. This was the reason for its (the
Persian Language) becoming the mother tongue of most of the
munshis and mir munshis during the period of Asaf Jahi dynasty. No
doubt Mir Alam was born in Hyderabad at a time when his surround-
ing environment was full of the Persian and therefore he was
oducated in the Persian as well as the Arabic, by his father. His
literary talents helped him to play an impartant role in different
posts during the Asaf Jahi period. In this work | an intreducing
in brief, his life history and his invaluable contribution of letters
to the Persian, which reveal his literary talents in the Parsian,
while furnishing important information about the Political, Socio-
cultural and administrative activities, during the Asaf Jahi period.
+Bagh-E-Bahar," letters of Mir Alam was the Manuscript given
to me for editing. Because of the poor conditiun of the manuscript
| had & little difficulty in deciphering. But | could complete this
work rather satisfactorily with the good co-operation of my friends,
within the prescribed period,

1 will be failing in my duty if | do nct convey my thanks to

my beloved Professor, Dr. Shareefunnisa Ansari, on whose recommen-
dations, this valuable editing work was entrusted to me.

It is also my most pleasant duty to express my deep feelings
of gratitude to Dr. V.V.L. Narasimha Rao, Director of Andhra Pradash
Government Otiental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute,
Hyderabad, who has taken persanal interest in completing this
project whicu will encourage the research schalars in Persian

literature and Deccan history.

| am very thankfu! to Mr. mMir Karamat Ali Khan, Research
Assistant of Government Oriental Manuscnipts Library and Reseaich
Institute, Hyderabad-A,P. for his unfailing co-operation in getting
this work completed.

| have also to thank my friend Mir Rahmat Ali Khan, Rasearch
Officer, Salarjung Manuscript Libraty, Hyderabad A.P. for his hearty
co-operation in this work.

Dr. RAFEEQ FATIMA
Readser in Persian

Osmania University
Hyderabad-A.P.
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INTRODUCTION
TO
Letters of Mir Alam

The eighteenth Century had been a period of eventful history
in the Deccan. After the death of Asaf Jah-l on 4th Jamada I,
1161 AH/21 April, 1748 AD, the tenure of Nawab Nasir Jung and
Nawab Salabst Jung was very short. Later, Nawab Nizam Al
Khan Asaf Jah-]t who ascended the throne in 1763 AD
continued 10 rule for over forty years during the most eventful
period in the history of India. The Tipu Sultan of Mysore was his
contemporary ruler and in these two Kingdoms, the Br'tizh influance
was increasing day by day. Mir Alam was appeinted a Vakil and
an ambassador betwsen Asaf Jah - If and British Company. Mir
Alam drafted lettars on various occasions. Some of these letters
are presarved in the form of manuscripts in various Libraries [ike
the Qriental Manuscripts Library and Research [nstitute and Salar-
jung Museum and Library, Hyderabad-A.P.

“Bagh-E-Bahar”, iz the collection of Mir Alam's letters drafted
for Nizam Ali Khan, Arastu Jah, his friends and ralatives. This
codex has besn compiled by Hussain Ali Khan. He writes in the
prefaca that he was not gualified to scribe thesy lettars, but by
the grace of God he attained the knowledga asd art of scribing
during the pariod of hig life. So he maje up his mind to arrange
and compile these letters. (n the prafazs he writes that he has
given the Chronogram title ‘‘Bagh-E-Bahar” in 1211 AH/1797AD,
The size of the manuscript is 20x312 cm, lines 13 Foiio 41, Script,
clear Shikista Mastalig Date of transcription, 1244 AH, Script,
Abdur — Rahman Mirza Kaream Baig. The text of this codax has been
disturbed very often by the worms. All the na nas of t 12 addresses;
have besn gsnerally rubricated at the beginning of the letters,
Some notes have been jotted marginally by the writer.

The other four copies of this manuscript are in Salar Jung
Museum and Library, Tha datails of thz manuscrits are as below ;—
Codex. 40. The size of the manuscripts is 18.6 x 13.7 cm. written
in good nastaliq by Mir Dilawar Ali Danjsh Takhallus on 17th Sha-
wwal, 1334 AH/17th August, 1816. The condition of the manuscript

js good,
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Codex. 41. The size of the manuscript is 19.5 x 14.9 cm.

written in ordinary shiklste nastalia by Mulla Mohammad I{hura_aani
on 21 Moharram, 1288 AH/12th March, 1871 A D. The condition

of the manuscript is good.

Codex. 42, The size of the menuseript is 11.2 x 22.1 cm.
written in good Shikista Nastaliq. A middle 13th Century copy.

Codex. 43. The size of the manuscript is 21.0x136 cm.
written in good nastaliq by Amir Baig for Masum Ali KRap in
Moharram, 1236 AH/October, 1830 A D. Worm heoles, fair condition,

The subject of thase letters affords a good deal of variety Thess
letters subjectively reflect on political, diplomatic, socio-cultural
and admiristrative history of the Deccan in the eighteenth century.
The administrativa letters are mora comprehensive in as much as it
reflaects an the transitory phase of the British.

LIFE HISTORY OF MIR ALAM

Mir Alam’s ancastors were the Shaikh-ul-Islam of the city of
Shuster, lran. His arcestors were related Imam Abul Hasan
Musa Kazim. Mir Alam‘s grand - father Syed Nooruddin was
alsg the Shaikh—ul-lsiam of Shuster Syed Nooruddin's son Syed
Razi was bamnin 1128 AH/A715 A D. and he educated by his
father. In 1145 AH/1735 AD Syed Razi with his elder brother Syed
Hasan arrived at Basra, from Basra to Surat, and from there to.
Shahiahanabad From Shahjahanabad his brother returned to
Shuster, and Syed Razi stayed with Abul Mansur Khan Khurasani:
and Shuja-ud-daulah. After the desth of Nawab Shuja~ud—dauiah,
with his son—in-law Murshid Quli khan, Subadar of Orissa, Syed
Razi came to Deccan. Here he joined in the service of Nawab Asaf
Jah 1, with a salary of Rs 60, Asaf Jah offered him the service of
Dar-ul-Insha but he cdid not accept it  Syed Razi marriad Mir Abui
Fazal Khan’s daughter Badshah B2qum He had two sons and one
daughter The eldast son was Mir Abul Qasim, who was later

entitled Mir Alam.

Syad Abul Qasim was bom on Thursday the 17th Ramzan,
1166 AH/18th July, 1752 AD at the city of Hyderabad. He started
education at the age of five years, His mother - tongue was Persian,
but he was also qualtfied in Arabic  After completing education he
kept himselt busy in hterary activities like writing poestry and episto-
tography, He was 50 yosn3z whan h.s father completiy gids- -the
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charge of his Jagirs to Mir Alam. Being a .Jagirdar several times hae
came in contact with Madar-ul-Muham Azam-ul-Umara and Ararsty
Jah. These two distinguishad nobles were imprassad with his
talonts. Later Azam-ul-Umara appointed him as his Mir Munshi,
Me drafted letters for him. After some time with the recommendation
of Azam -ul Umara, he was appointed temporary as Sadar Talugdar.
He impressed Agast: Jah and Nizam Ali Khan so  much
with bhis service in 1202 AH/1787 AD, he was appointed
Wakil to British Compeny and Nizam Ali Khan with a
salary of five thousand rupees per month and further sanctioned
Rupess Two Lakhs for the expenditure of his journey to Calcutta to
meet Governor General Arl Comwallis. During his journey to
Calcurta he drafted detailed letters to Arastu Jah. He returned to
Hyderabad in Shawwal, 1203 AH/July, 1789 AD, He arrived Hyde-
rabad on 26th Jamada Y1, 1204 AH and on the last day of Jamada i
he handad over the letters of ARL CORNWALLIS to Nizam Ali Khan.,
Nizam Ali Khan, 10 the regard of his services, granted the Khitab of
Mir Alam and a mansab rank of 5000 Zat and 2000 Sawar, Alam,
Nagqdra, and Palki Jhalardar.

One of the historic agreement tock place at Pangal between
Nizam Ali Khan und British Company through Mir Alam to defeat
Tipu Sultan. After the death of Nizam Ali Khan, Sikandar Jah
became the Nizam of Hyderabad. Arastu Jah diad on 28th Moharram,
1219 AH/5th May, 1804 AD. Sikandar .Jah, in the place of Arastu
Jah, granted him the Ministty of Hyderabad on 5th Rabi, I} 1219
AH/13th Juiy, 1804 AD.  Mir Alam was versatile genius it was due
to his persona! virtues that he rose to the position of Diwan, Prime
Minister in the period of Sikandar Jah Bahadur Asaf Jah lIl. He was
a great patron of education and literature. He proved himself a poet
and a writar, by writing books like;

1) Misbahul-Arifain, He wrote this magazine in 12138 AH.

2) Ziyarat e-Ashora, it is a brief book, and divided in to five
fasals.

3} Masnavi Mir Alam,
4) Lettars of Mir Alam.,

5} Dah Majlis : Tﬁis baok was written in Urdu and Probably
by Mir Alam,
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Mir Alam was also the builder of many Mosques,Tank,and Mandi
{(Bazar). During his ministry he constructed many Maosques, Sarat's
and wells on the way to Madras, Bombay, Poone, Aurangabad,
Nanded and Nalgonda. As a man he was very kind and helped the
poor people. His house was very beautiful, Behind his house &
big mandi named Sikandar Gunj, was constructed, later its name
was changed to Mir Alams name t @ Mir Alam's Mandi, In 1221 AH,
in the north of Hyderabad on the south bank of river Moosi he
constructed a very beautiful garden along with beautiful buildings
which were named Baradari. and Mir Alam’s Tank was constructed
by him in 1221 AH/802 AD in the west of Hyderabad with the prize

amount granted to him after the Battle of Sri Rangapatnam.

Mir Alam died on Friday, 21st Shawwal, 1223 AH. ie. 1808 AD.

LETTERS OF MIR ALAM

— —

Mir Alam was the Diwan and an Ambassador in the reign of
Nizam Ali Khan and Sikandar Jah. He had drafted letters for Nizam
Ali Khan, Arastu Jah and to both of them. Mir Alam asked his
Munshi Hussain Ali Khan to compile his selected letters and Hussain
Ali Khan divided these letters in three Qisam (Three types).

Qisam |. Lettars which ware drafted by Mir Alam to Nizam Ali
Khan ar from Nizam Ali Khan to Tipu Sultan. Lord Cornwallis and
other nobles, These letters are elaven in numbers.

To Nawab Asaf Jah - |
To Nawab Asaf Jah - 1l
To Nawab Asaf Jah - |
To Tipu Sultan From Asaf Jah — ||

e

;R LN

To Tipu Sultan From Asaf .Jah — I
To Lord Cornwallis From Nawab Asaf Jah - Il
To Lord Carnwailis From Nizam Alj Xhap.

To Lord Cornwallis From Nizam Aii Khan.
To Lord Cornwallis From Nizam Al Khan.

o ® u m
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To Lord Comwallis From Nizam Ali Khan,
Ta Lord Martin From Nawab Sikandar Jah.

Qisam 1. These letters are drafted by Mir Alam to Arastu Jah
and also for Arastu Jah to different nobles. These letters are twelve

in humber :
1. To Arastu Jah
2. To Arastu Jah
3. Te Arastu Jah
4. To Arastu Jah
5. To Arastu Jah
8. Ta Arasty Jah
7. To Nawab Wala Jah From Arastu Jah
8. To Umdatul Umara Bahadur From Arastu Jah Bahadur.
' *'9 To Mirza Mehdi Shehristani Mujtahidul-Zamani from Arastujah.
10. To Lord Cornwvallis From Arastue Jah
11. Te Lord Cornwallis From Arastu Jah
12. To Lord Comwvallis From Arastu Jah
Qisam lll. These letters deafted by Mir Alam to his relatives
and friends.
1. Mirza Mohd. Mahdi Shehristani Mujtahidul Zamani,
2. To Lord Carnwallis
3. To Lord Cornwallis,
4. From Mir Alam and the addressee name was not given.
5. To Wala Jah From Mir Alam.
6. To Wala .Jah From Mir Alam.
7. To Wala Jah From Mir Alam.
8. To Nawab Amir-ul-Umara Bahadur From Mir Alam.
3. To Nawab Madar-ul-Mulk.
10. To Nawab Umdat—ul-Umara Bahadur.



www KetabFarsi.com

1.
12.
13.
14.

15.
18,

17.

18.
19.
20.

10

To Nawab Umda-ui-Umare Bahadur.
To Hadi-ul-deulah Bahadur.

To Agil-ud-daulah Bahadur.

To Agil-ud-daulah Bahadur,

To a Scholar,

To Lord Martin.

To a friend or relative at the occasion of the buth day of
Imam Musa Kazim.

Probably to his relative.
Prabably to his relative.

Probably to his relative.

There is no doubt that Mir Alam was very lucky that during his-
life only on his regueat, hia Munshi Hussein Ali Khan compiled
these letters. This Codex which is an edited copy of the same soribed
by Abdur Rahman Mirza Kareem Baig Khan Munshi of Nawab
Muneer-ul-Muik Sahadur.
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