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X. HATIF.
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H v is a post of 30 modern = date, that the particulars of his life are only to
be sought from authors whose Tazikirahe embrace the literature of a very
recent period, and from these even, but a slight sketch of his histery can
be obtained. In TLutf Ali Beg’s account of his contemporaries, in the
Atesh Kedah, little more than a few lines are given on Hatif’s biography,
although the intimacy which subsisted between them, would have led to
the hope that a memoir writfen by a brother poet would be more than
usually accurate and detailed. The notice of him in that work iz devoted
chiefly to the praise of Hatif's private and social virtues, and of his talent for
compogition, in which he i3 said to have exeellod equally in prose and verse,
both Arabic and Persian, and to have rivalled, in the former language,
Asha and Jarfr, and, among the poets of his own country, Anweri and Zahfr.

Three other Tazkirahg, nearly eontemporansous with the Atesh Kedah,
name a poet HAtH of Isfahdn, who left his eountry, in childhood, with his
father, and went to India, where he became a pupil of Shemsuddin Fakir of
Dehli, and afterwards entered the service of the Wazir Asafuddauiah, at
Lakhnau. According to the Khulfsat ul Afkar, he was still living in the year
1202 (A.D. 1788), at which period its author, Mirza Abu Talib, met him in
India,”and although he was then past seventy years of age. he eontinved to
enjov the same brilliancy of talent and charms of eonversation, for which
he had been distinguished in his earlier days.

The authors of these Tazgkirahs call him Mirga Abu .ﬁ]l, while the Atesh
Kedah gives his name as Ahmed. Other circumstanees shew that the two
poets could not be identical, though there may be some points of coinci-
dence. The specimens of 11atif’s poetry, quoted in the Atosh Kedah, being
all found in tho Diwan from which also have been cxtracted the Ghazals
in this selection, establish their author as the poet Sayyid Almed HatE the
friend of Lutf Ali. and the subject of his memoir.
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Flarawy of Shirdz commenced early a course of travel, and went to Tabriz,
during the reign of Sultan Husain Mirza, but meeting with little encourage-
ment from the poets of that city, who ridiculed his style and refused io
acknowledge his merits, he lefi it in disgust, and established his residence
at Herdt. Here he recommended himself to Sultan Yécib Turkman,
and became a great favourite of that prince, who made him his principal
court poet, and gave him the name of Bab4, or Father. Babéd Fighéni was
much attached to pleasure, and so addicted to wins, that he is said rarely to
have left the favern till the cask was empty. Latler in life he attached
himself to the service of Shah Iemail, and was for some time a resident of
Abiwerd, in Khorésan, a dependant on the bounty of the (Governor of that
place. TFinally he retived to Meshhed, and renounced forbidden pleasures
and the praise of kings for holy retirement and sacred song. In
the latter style one of his most celebrated compositions was a poem 1in
praise of the eighth Imam, Ali ben Misa.

Though Fighani's poetry was not very popular, during his lifetime, among
the inhabitants of Khor&sén, bis Diwin met with many admirers and imi-
tators after his death; amongst these were Mubieshim of Kéashén, Naziri
of Nishapitr, Zamiri of Tefabén, and Urfi of Shirds, who, though all of them
poets of originality of taste and genius, did net hesitate to adopt Fighénis
verses as a modél for their own compositions. His great metit was in the
Ghazal, but his Casidahg were also much praised. The whole of his
Diwan amounted to nearly nine thousand couplets,

Baba Fighani died at Meshhed in the year 915 (A.D. 1508} according
to Abu Talib's Tagkirak, but according to the Heft Iclim and ofhers,
in 925,




VIII. AHLT EHORASANL
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Moli’s Dere fnd ber Nhalan; Bon ben Rofen fdimer Wangen,

Und fie geben emfl, me Refen, Mo 1m Hreg von Hand ju Hanbd.
Toa Dammer, Fetefunfie Peaisnd.

A1 Kaorasing was so called from being a native of Herat, or of Turshiz,
in the provinee of Khordsin, He enjoyed the protection of Sultan Husain
Mirza Baicars, at whose court he was in high honour and repute, and lived
on terms of the closest friendship and intimacy with the Sultan’s son,
Ferfdin Mirza.

One day the prince, walking in his favourite garden, had given strict
orders to a black slave named Bakht, who had the charge of the gate,
not %o allow any person fo enter. Abli being refuzed admission, wrote
a few verses on a board, and lsunching it on a stream which flowed througi
the garden, took this mode of conveying his regret to the prince, and his
request to be allowed to visit him.

The verses also contained an ingenious allugion to the name of Balht
(Fortune), to whose sinister influence he attributed his exclusion from the
presence of his adored patron,

The ingenious device suceeoded: the board, flnating along™the rivulet,
attracted the attention of the prince as he was wandering along his
rose-walk, and induced him to examine ifs inseription; and, charmed
with the cloquence of the Impromptw, he ordered the suppliant peet
to be admitted. The same incident is relatod by some authors as
having occurred to Ahli of Shiraz; and, in general, there is much con-
fusion to be foumd Im the two biographies, neither of which, not-
withstanding the celebrity of the poets, presents any particulars of
mterest, or éven the usual historical data of a memoir. The ysar in
which Ahl of Khorésan diod i= not stated in all the Tazkirahs, but

aceording to one of his biographers that event took place in 901 II.
(A.D. 1494.)




VI AHLT SHIRAZL
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“ 4HIT WAS PRINCE OF POETS.”
FChronegrem on his death, viz. AH 3427

Anwr of Shirsz, “the pearl-fisher of the sea of potsy,” lived & few years
Jater than his namesake of Khordsén, and flourished chiefly in the reign of
Shah Ismail Safawi, to whom he dedicated most of his poetry; and he was
also much patronized by the Emir Al Shir.

Like many of his brother poets, Ahli passed great part of his life in
travel, visiting nearly all the provinees of Persia, and performing the
duties of the pilgrimage to Mecca, where he remained some time.
After receiving honour and respect from al! the poets and learncd men
who inhabited the wvarious places he visited, he finally *drew his
foot within the skirt of retirement,” and passed the remainder of his
life in seclusion, his death taking place in the earlier part of the reign
of Shah Tahmésp, in the year 942, and at an advanced year of the poet's

age.
Aceor to his dying request, he was interred in the Musalla at Shiraz,
in the buriiWplace of the poet Hifiz, whose Diwén was congulted for ¢ FA),

or omen, on thé oceasion, and the result being favourable, the remains of
Ahhi were laid near those of his great predecessor.

ABI was deeply skilled i prosody and the whole art of poetry. Besides
a Diwan of Casidahs, Ghazals, Enigmas, and other ingenious specimens of
versificaiion, he was the author of two Meswmaswis, Sham’ u Perwinah, or the
Taper and Moth, and Sihri Halal, or Lawful Magic. The latier, composed in
imitation of the Majmé ul Babrain of Katibi, obisined great colebrity. A
Casidah of his, also, in answer to one of Nelméan’s, and dedieated to AL
Shir, was mueh admired, and obtained the henour of a commentary: by
Mulla. Jami, who oven gave Ahli's composition the prefersnce over the
original by Selman.

c2
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Mtisvopin A11, called Chsim, or Césim ul Anwar, « Diepenser of Light,”
as illuminator of the Sufis, of which sect he was au illustrious disciple, was
born at Tabriz in Azarbaijan, of a noble family of the Sayyids of that pro-
vince. From his sarliest years he shewed the greatost attachment to Sufyism
and a religious life, and, when still a young man, received the Khircah, or
Derwish garment, from his preceptor, Shaikh Sadruddin of Ardebil.

Césim’s time wsa spent chiefly at Nishapfr in KhorAsin, from which he
afterwards removed to Herat, the capital, during the reign of Shahrukh,
son of Timur. Here the SBayyid obtained such fame from his sanciity and
learning, that the inhabitants of the province flocked in crowds to hear his
discourses, and became his converts. This ascendancy over the minds of
the people was represented to Shahrukh in an uonfavourable lght, and he
was induced to order Oasim’s immediate departure from his capital, Césim,
presuming on the sanctity of his character, hesitated at first to obey, till,
softened by a visit from Baisancur Mirza, Shahrukh’s som, he yielded to
the mild persuasion and ingemious arguments of the yourg prince, the
submission he had refused to the imperious mandate of sovereignty. He
repaired to Samarcand, but, after a short residence in that city, returned fo
Herat, at the invitation of the same monareh who bad commanded his
absence. When advanced in years, the poet retired to Kharjard, a village
near Jam, and ended hig lifo in 4 garden purchased for him by his dis-
ciples, and thers also he was burted, and a tomb erected by his ijenda and.
pupils, which wag afterwards renovated and embellished by Mir Ali Shfr.

Casim’s death waain the year 835 (A.D. 1431} according to Daulatshak,
but in 837 according to Khdéndemir’s History and Taki Xé&shi’s Tazkirsh,
followed by the authors of the Heft Iclimn and the Subuf




V. KATIBI.
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SueMsvppiy Mumsmmep KAirist was born at N ishapir in Klorasan, or,
according to some writers, at Turshiz, He was at first vnder the patronage
of Sultan Baisancur, but, being disappointed at his court, left it for that of
Emir Shaikh Ibrahim, the ruler of Shirwan. He subsequently travelled
in various parts of Persia, and visiting the provinces of Dar ul Marz and
Tabaristan, died of tho plague at Asterdbad in the year 831 H., and
was buried outside that city.

Shemsuddin, when young, siudied penmanship under the celebrated calli-
graph, Simi, and adopted the Takhallus, or poetic name of Katihi, in allusion
to his own excelience as a scribe. Later in life, on leaving the court of
the Shirwan prince, he became a disciple of Khijah Zia-uddin Turkeh at
Iefahan, as his spiritual teacher, previously to his aseetic retirement in
Asterabad,

Katibi's two most celebrated compositions are the so-named Nergis and
(#ul Cagidahs, each poem rhyming in every distich with the woerd ° Nar-
eissug’ or ‘GGul* respectively. The former was composed for Sultan Ba-
sancur, his earliest patron; and the latter for Ibrahim Shirwanshih, for
which the poct received a present of ten thousand picces of silver.

Besides his lyric and elegiac pieces, he was the author of a Khamsak, or
Pentas, in imitation of Nizami's five Mesnawis, and, among other com podi-
tiong, he wrote a poem of great difficulty and complicated gtructurs, called
Majma ul Bahrain—Junetion of the Two Seas {or metres), which served as
2 model for the Sibri Halal of the poet Ahli, His own imitations of various
guthory were admirably executed, especially those in the style of KemAl

Tsmiil, and he excelled also in satire, in which his genius and wit were
inexhaustible.




IV. SELMAN SAVAJIL
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J rmivmopfy MunamvEp Seimiy was horn at Sévab, near Cum, and from
thence, afler acquiring many accomplishments of science and learning,
visited Baghdad, where he had the good fortune to recommend himself to
the notice of the Emir Shaikh Hasan Niyan and of his princess, Dilshad
Khatan, who received him under their protection and bestowed on him
their whole patronage, and even confided to him the education of their
son, the celebrated Gwails, with wﬁw, ag well as with his other royal patron
and the sccomplished princess, Selman lived on terms of “the most aFres-
able intimacy and literary friendship. The favours bestowed on him were
munificent, and on one occasion the poet received, as the reward of some
verses he bad compeosed in imitation of a favourite Casidah of Zahir
Faryabi, two villages in the district of Rad. )

Selman passed forty years in the enjoyment of the patrouage and friend-
ship of the Jelair princes, until, after the death of Owalg, Le retired from
court, afflicted by age and failing sight, and ended his days in the residence
which had already been allotied to him by his patron.

As a proof of tho excellence of Selman’s poetry, it is related that some
of his verses have been inserted by mistake in the Diwén of Hafix. and
been received by many excellent critics as the composition of ths same
author. ile wrole also two Mesnawis; one called Khirshid v Jemshid,
and the other, Firdc Namah.

There is a great difference of opimion respecting the exact time
at which Selman died, as with that of some other poets. Most autho-
rities are in favour of the year 769 {A.D. 13G6) as the date of his death,
but Taki Kashi fixes it as 799, which agrees better with the particulars
of hig lifs.




IIT. KEMAL KHOJENDIL
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K s {roopin Maghp, called Kemél Khojendi, waa born at Khojend of an
llustrious family. He was an accomplished Saft, and a pious and holy man.
After visiting the sacred shrines, on his return from Meshhed, he setiled
at Tabriz, the healthfulpesy and agreesble situation ¢f which induced him
to choose that place as his residence. The province of Azarbaijan heing,
shortly afterwards, invaded by Tocatmish Khan, and Tahriz taken, Kemal
was torn from his home, and carried to Serad, a city of the Capchéc ter-
ritory. Hven here, in exile, the poet enjoyed admiration and respect for
his learning and sanctity. After a lengthened stay at Herai, he was
permitted to return to his favourite city of Tahbriz, where he passed the
remainder of his days in the enjoyment of henour and prosperity, under the
patronage of Sultan Husain, the son of Owais Jelalr, Among his royal
patrens i Tabriz was Prince Miranshahb, Timur’s son, who is related to
have been so charmed with the poet’s conversation, and his walk through
his beautifol garden, as to have presented him with a thousand pieces of
gold as the price of the fruit he had eaten,

Hafiz of Shirdz, his contemporary, entertained the highest regard for
Kemél, and great admiration for his verses; and fheir sentiments of mutual
friendship and esteem were expresscd 1n a poetical correspondence, which
lagted as long ag the two poets lived.

Notwithstanding the munificent offers of his patrons and admirers,
Kemal’s life was passed in such self-imposed poverty, that, at his death.
the only objects found in his cell wers the mat on which he used
to sleep, and a stone which had supported his head ag a pillow. The
vear of his deaith has been stated by some authors as 792, by others
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IT. KHAJAE HASAN DEHLEWL.
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H s8aw of Dehli, to be distinguished from his namesake of Ghaznah, who had
been Sendl’s contemporary, waa a diseciple of 8halkh Nizdmuddin Auliya, his
introduction to whom is thus related. Hasan, who was a baker, was sitting
one day in the bazar of Dehli, when Emir Khusru, the greatest poet of his
time in that city, passed by in company with the Bhaikh, and being struck
with Hasan's graceful appearance and handsore face, agked him how he
sold bis bread. Hasan replied, 1 #11 one of the scales with bread, and
bid the purchaser pile gold up in the other, until the balance is equal”
“And how,” said Khusra, =if those who offer to buy, have no money?”
*Then,” answered he, “they place a fow prayers there instead.” The
Emir was much struck with this answer, and called the Shaikh's atiention
to it, who immediately received the young Derwigh s hiv diseiple, and ad-
witted him into his comvent. Hasar and Khusru lived on terms of the
greatest intimacy and friendship, and on Hasan’s death, which took place
i 738 (4.1, 1640} twenty years after that of his brother poet, he was
buried by his side, in the cemetery of Dehli, not far, alse, from the tomb of
his spirifual guide, Nizdmuddin Auliya. By others, however, he is said
t0 have been buried at Daulatabad in the Dekkan, Hazan Dehlewi’s father
was called Ala-uddfn Sinjari; his own surname was Najmuddin, and, from
the greatness of his genius, he haa been styled the 8idi of India, His poetry
arounts to nearly ten thousand couplets, and he wag also the anthor of some
vrose works, one of which, the Fardid ul Fawaid, was arranged by him as a
tribute of affection to his preceptor, and recorded the Bhaikh’s picus sayings
and maxims, The composition of a Meanawi is attributed to him by Tak
Késhi, though its title is not recorded by that blographer. In his poetry
Hasan imitated his friend and countryman, and early patron, Emfr Khueru,




I. HAKTM SENAT
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H axfm SExfi of Ghaznah was at first the court poet of the princes of that
district, and employed his talents ehiefly in reciting the glories of Sultan
Ibrahim in his holy wars against the infidels of Indis. Subsequently he
renounced the panegyric for ihe mystic and moral style, in which he ob-
tained a celebrity not even surpassed by that of his suecessor, the Manlawi
Jelaluddin himself, who acknowledgad him to be his supericr.

The occeasion of his conversion is thus related by his biographers. Une day,
baving entered a tavern, he overheard a fanatic, named L&i Khir, (the Dreg-
drinker), call for & cup of wine to drink to the blindness of Sensi. Being
agked why he should wish misfortune te so talented and wise a man, LAl
Khar replied, “ The wretch is already blind encugh, in not seeing that he
was created for better purposes than to sing the praises of kings and
princes.” From this time Hendi renounced the world and warldly objects,
and devoted the rest of his life to asceticism and religions occupations.

Sendi's great work, the Hadieah, or Garden, was written after his
return. from the pilgrimage, and was dedicated to Sultan Behrdmshih,
He wrote also five other Mesnawis, mostly in the same metre; they were
called Siyar ul Ubbad, Tarfe ul Tahkik, Kar Nimah, fshe N4mah. and Al
Nimah.

The exact period of Senal's birth, and the year of his death, are variously
stated by different anthors. The Bubufi Ibrahim, after copying the com-
flicting evidence of all the blographies, places his birth in the reign of
Mas{id ben Mahm(d, and Lis death in that of Behrdmehah, Ifis spiritual
teacher was Shaikh Abu Yisuf Hamadani, and he was the centemporary
of Hagan Ghaznawi, Osman Mukhtéri, Sfzani, and some of the most cele-
brated of the earlier poets,







Pare

I. Hakim Senii. E;w rgﬁ- i
I1. Hasan Dehlewi (SIBY Ly €
II1. Kemdl Khojendi. goa O
IV, Selman Sivajl el st
V. Katibi | S i
VI Shék Césim ul Anwar JIS LML
Vil. Ahli Shiraz, Shpes el ke
VUL  Abli Khorésdni, Sli ot
IX. Babé Fighfni S G e

X, Bayyd Hatif Isfahéni. Aol B spe




(i)

[ndia House, and from thoge of the edifor’s private friends, as well as
his own collection. Of these, the Diwan of Sendd, belonging to Professor
Duncan Forbes, and those of Ahli Khorgsani and Hatif, in the possession
of the editor, may af present be considered unique copies.

To add to the interest of the student, a shorf sketeh iz prefixed of the
lives of the authors of these exfracis. The first nine have been already
described by Von Hamruer, and five of them are also found among Sir Gore
Ouseley’s « Notices.™ For the present object they have been remodelled,
and some slight additions made by reference io the original authorities,
or supplied from other sources, chiefly from the Suhuff Ibrahim, ag the most
modern biography. These memoirs might easily have been extended, but.
as an introduction to the texts, it was not thought advisable to enter into
that crifical examination of the lives and writings of the authors which their
celebrity might require, and which might readily have been obtained from
their numerous biographers; and this excuse must be offered for restricting
them to lmits similar to those of the extracts from their Diwéns.

Lastly, some apology may be necessary for so long a preface to so
trifling a compilation, and the Bulbul may be thought to have said foo
much about his favourite rose; bui the nightingsle hag not cnly to sipg
the praizes of the garden, bui to deprecate the anger of the gardener, who
may be inclined to think with the poet, that * gathering roses is little less
than shedding blood.”

Rawpsarn's Pank, June 1850,
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mencing with Sendl, a Ghazal writer of a very early period, but who, from
the extreme rarity of copies of his Diwamn, is chiefly famous for his didactic
and moral work, the Hadiceh. Hasan Deblewl may be considered, like
hig contemporary Emir Khusrn, as one of the greatest of the Persian lymie
poets of India. Eemil of Khojend, and Selman Savaji, hold an equally
high rank in the estimation of their countrymen, the latter being allowed
to vield to H4fiz alone in the composiiion of the Ghazal Katibi, though
much admired by the Porsians, is little known to erientalists, except by the
titles of his Mesnawls, or romantic poems. Calgim ul Anwir and the fwo
Ahlis are all highly esteemed in their own country; while Baba Fighéni is
pronounced by an eminent native critic, Lutf Al Beg, to be a model of
excellence in this class, and was selected by Zamiri for special imitation in
a hook of odes.

This little serics concludes with Sayyid Hatif, one of the most modern
poets of Persia, of whom two fragments in Terji’bend, of remarkable in-
tcrest, published in the * Fundgruben des Orients,” would mduce a deaire
to examine further the contents of his Diwdn. Unfortunately, its very
limited extent, in the only copy consulfed, affords little opportumity for
selection, although sufficient to shew that, even in his day, the poetic glories
of Tsfahdn still lived in its more degenerate age, and that the sacred fire
of the Persian Gliazal, though borning low, was not yot hopelessiy extinct,
As a proof of Hatif's genius, the last of his odes in this selection may chal-
lenge competition with the whole circle of Persian lyrics, for simpheity of
construction, harmony of versification, and a tenderness and purity of taste,
which, a5 a rare instance, permits translation in every couplet,

It would hardly have been desirable to supply variants in these Ghazals,
evon if the opporfunity of collation had permitted it, and I have contented
myself with choosing apparcntly correct readings. The conciso form of
the Ghazal admits of little variation of text in cdrefully written copies,
wlich differ principally in the transposition of lines or distichs, often acci-
dental, always arbitrary, but, from the ¢ompleteness of sense afforded iy
each separately, little atfecting the general arrangement.

The manuseripts used Lave been ¢hiefly from the Library of the East-
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Tre Persian f}l{a.zal, which, in struchire and sentiment, approaches per-
haps the moet nearly to the Latin Ode, has always heen a favourife form

of composition with Eastern poets, and is alse, of all their numerous styles
of versification, the most congenial to Huropean taste, being restricted by
its limited laws of congtruction from the less classieal exuberance of imagery
found in their Mesnawis, ¢r hercic and romantic poems. Much, however,
ag it is deserving of admiration, and copious as are the materials afforded
by the vast poetic literature of the Persians, the printed specimens of the
(Ghazal hitherto exhibited present a very circumscribed range of authors,
and, with the exception of the Diwang of Hafiz and Jami, and the Myatical
Odes of Jelaluddin Rimi, they have been confined to single and detached
extracts. .

In the present publication the choiee has been directed, partly by ihe
esteem in which the authors are held by the eritics of their own country,
and the consequent claim they possess on our admiration; and partly by
the rarity and value of the manuscripts which contain their works,

The frequent recurrence of similar images permits little variety in ex-
tracts from the same Diwan, Ten specimens only, therefore, have been
selected from each of the ten authors quoted, so a3 to form & Century of
Ghazals, and a Decade of Poets. It is believed that no lyric extract has
been printed from these sources, either in text or translation, witk the
excepiion of one ode of Hasan Dchlewi, of which an admirable and in-
genious version 18 found in Von Hammer's “Schine Redekunste Persiens,”
though apparently from a less perfect text, and the orviginal of which,
from 1ts greai beauty, is thought worthy of being reproduced in its present
form.

Without observing a strictly chromological arrangement, the spectmens
have been placed nearly in the order in which the authors lived, com-
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