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The Financial Times (London)

THE JRANIAN SCENE
One Round to the

Government

By Our Teheran Correspondent

The leaman Govetnment hay
emerged  wonger sl more
popular afer the recent hicad on
vlivh wath bl wang relpuiae
ealers and lher  BUpMITIETE
Ire niots have Jeli behend ther
ytim remcpders an Lhe Yoolod
shopt, the srmashed wirdowe of
P Ernmeng huﬂdll‘lr. and 1he
uply tread maitks of Jumbeting
wherman tanks along Tehoran's
wmain thoiowghlares.  The Lol
vl Mead and qured wat hoavy.
AMartal law  Lintinurd 0
“Iehrian. But the ymbigalory of
the dJemonsratieng are behnd
hart, and Lhe {roveromend B
firmty m conlral.

There  pood reatom o
btelieve Government claimt ihat
a e major plot had been an
2 making. £ Ny were not
sonfined to 1he capial, kui 1ook
place 1 niher Mapr e By
well. There was sn atlemnpt Lo
1she over 1he radio slation, and
afMcials beheve that the rnioles
wpuld have moved an the cily’s
walcr and sleciric power supply
centres had they succceded in
kreak:ng through police and
army lnes,

Climax

The fiatt were the chmas o
a long and runnng  batlle
bheiween the  cleryy and he

merament, Rehgiouy leaders,
ed hy Asatollah Khomein,
oppiscd tand reform--a ceniral
pargi of  the Governments
policy—and came out openly
against 1he measure when the
relorm wias exlended Lo include
relipous  eidowments, Last
Movember, the Governmend res-
Lvinded a law allouwang women
in vaie m local lbul  hol
peneral) ciections under cletical
preyware.

Afier 1he Farmers” Cangress
thix January. however, the
Cinvernmeni preved shead with
both reforme, Land diribuiion
wai elended 10 include almost

sl the wyprwuliursl land in the-

iven
un

grunlry and womch were
she nighy both ko vots

g1 candidares n pencral elec-
k. JThiy spached off &
prwer Al ugyle helwern Charch
arnd State, and ol s prohebly
the fechng 1hal they were highs-
ing a liung hattke thal forced
the cletgy 10 swend their men
inta the slrcein

Buackfired

1he atirnpt hay hadfy bBack-
filed, Religwouy bcaders 1o l2an
valt vount on n hard core of
fullowers 1o, Inlken 1o ther
cuhorahons. Bul the genersl
public wat digusind with lhe
meihods  cmployed, wad  Lhe

Ayotullah Khomeini

sosultng lost of lis  and
propeity. A call for n geneml
sloke an  Junc 11 went almost
unhecdad yhroughout Teheran)
a2 week afer the inilinl nols,
the clergymen [ound themielves
with hardly any puhlx support

The public reachion appeirs
o  have alcengthoned the
Ciovernmen! in 111 convichion
that i1 i5 on the night path. On
Jupe ¥, while anky were 1l
rumbling 1hrough the sireels of
the cnpiind, the Shah reaflirmed
his delemuiniiion 10 €1 (Y.
with land reform and Lo ™ ik
ae our women Ffrom their
prisons.® The meulve crowd

hrzring hix nddrevs greeied the
pledge wilth lowd appiuine,

= While the political pulenme
nf Ihe rigts hasy bezn Mghiy¥
satiefacrory for Lhe Govens
hll'm':ru, ihe t?nmic l!l:rsjﬁul

ave becn less hagpy. rging
demonsliainr imnz.in: I‘llup
windows dn M ERCOUTERE
business confidence. Lhe Gov-
ernmenl hay ¢ome Forw and with
a genetuus nffer 10 skl LThow
who have suffered lodats Lo
back on their fect. Thowe w
loar praperty will be compen-
saled and families which losl
wape-carnery will be nssiind in
Anding new sourcer of income,
Thiy 18 cortain o sllay concerm
in yome quaren, bul businee-
men can herdly be blamal for
feeling  anuous asboul the
fulure.

Military Trial

Besideys the cconomus rlh-
Yem, the Governmcsl el
other hurdies in the immandiaie
future. Ayataiinh Khomeial and
ki1 colleagues are o ba trad.
Martial law, in fack, ap (7
have heen hept on in Teheram
less 2t & DNECELEArY  MESTUIHY
mecatuit than 4l 4 meam
ensufing 1hal the chergy Teaive
p guick and efficient milRary
trisl,  Bul hroping Khomeini
before the judges may roum Wi
suppariery onat more. 1L was Wi
arreil that rparked off (he nMs
in the Airel instance.

In addition, the Goversmesl
spparently intends 1o go Shesdl
with plam for carly chtom.
The adminisiralion B W &
sironger pasition to-day dea #
has been for many . Bul
il 5 woder preture Fross LER
the right and the lefl The
i3 mroming Jor Teformk. The
masses huve lound » volor, and
the demand is becomning - dalh.
cult 1o reun.  On e et
hand. veuled antaresit amd Te-
schionary ckmenh hawe el
evefy rcform & wiih
sroct demonstralone, The Pand
shead will ba s Jilhcult owe,

VPEY 305 13 jags Jidisth el aalin s ¢ gions Gl pBans 3 Ot 53 ol a5
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